WEEK 5, TERM 2

23rd May, 2022

NEWSLETTER
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
It has certainly been a very busy time for the Australian media over the last six weeks,
as the Federal Election campaign has run its course. Whichever political persuasion you
identify with, I assume everyone will be thankful that the campaigning process has run
its course. In my Bible reading recently, I have been spending time in 1 and 2 Samuel
where there is a lot of discussion about who should be the leader of the Israelites. Many
of you will know that initially Saul was anointed as the first King of Israel. This was
despite the fact that God, through Samuel, warned the people that having a King just
to be like the surrounding nations was a bad idea. Like so many leaders we see
throughout history and in politics, Saul initially started out well, and then the pressures
and temptations of leadership drew him away from God, ultimately resulting in David
becoming the new King of Israel. Even David, despite his many great victories, also
succumbed to temptations and the seduction of power. Solomon, his successor, had a
similar story of starting out well but ultimately being led astray.

All of this is to say, it has been a helpful reminder to me that whoever is in place to rule
over us at a national level, our true Lord who deserves our ultimate obedience is Jesus.
I am thankful that we have people who are prepared to be politicians. They have a
very difficult job and deserve our prayers and support. Reading through the Bible, I am
reminded that however impressive some individuals may appear, even for a short time,
none of them come close to the true majesty of our great God. He is the one who
deserves our ultimate praise and obedience.

This past week, our Business Manager Mr Grant Kayes and I attended the Christian
Education National Symposium in Canberra for three days. It was a time of great
learning and encouragement as we engaged with people from all around Australia,
who are passionately serving Christ through Christian Schooling. It was also a reminder
of the changing climate of our country toward what we do. As we seek to honour and
submit to those who have been placed in authority over us, we are also called to
sensitively and compassionately communicate what it is we believe and why our
schools exist. I certainly need God’s help to do that well, and would value your prayers
and support as we move into the next season of Australia’s history.

To provide a Christian
education community
founded on Biblically
based beliefs, values and
behaviour.
We do this to equip young
people to be responsible
and responsive disciples of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

”But the Lord said to
Samuel, “Do not consider
his appearance or his
height...The Lord does not
look at the things people
look at. People look at
the outward
appearance, but
the Lord looks at the
heart.”

1 Samuel 16:7

Download our free School
App for Apple or Android.
Find us on social media
@wyongccs

God bless,
Mr Darren Milligan | Principal

Page 1

NEWS
•

Praise God the safe arrival of
baby Knibbs.

•

Give thanks that we are able to
welcome guests from our
community to speak this at
Careers Week.

•

LIBRARY LEGO COMPETITION
This week (Week 5) in the library, students from Years 1-2 can compete in the
LEGO Competition. Students are welcome to come to the library before
school, recess and lunchtime to construct their masterpiece. The theme is
Transport. The only stipulation is that the students need to use the LEGO at
school.

The Transportation themed creations will be photographed and presented in
the library. The students will then vote on the best transport-themed creation.

Pray for the new leadership with
our country.

CHAPEL, ASSEMBLIES & SPORT
Junior School Chapel
Fridays, 9am in the MPC
Secondary School Chapel & Merge
Thursdays, 12:15pm
Infants Assembly (Years K-2)
Thursdays 1:35pm (Church Hall)
Primary Assemblies (Years 3-6)
Stage 2 - Fridays, 1:30pm
(Stage 2 Rooms)
Stage 3 - Fridays, 2:40pm
(Stage 3 Rooms)
Junior School Sport
Fridays, 10-11am

UNIFORM SHOP
Monday
8am—10am
Wednesdays 2:30pm—4pm
Thursdays
8am—9:30am
You can order online via
www.alintaapparel.com.au
Head Office: 4321 0433

WOOSH
Before & After School Care
0490 485 446
woosh@wyongbaptist.org

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY
School Photo Day is coming up on Thursday 23rd June 23 (Week 9). Please see
page 8 for further information on how to order your child/children's photos.
BADGED NETBALL UMPIRE NEEDED
We are looking for a Badged Netball Umpire for the State Netball Gala Day
at Penrith on Monday 6th June. Anyone who is available and interesting in
helping out on the day, is asked to please contact our Mr David Thomas via
email (dthomas@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au).
UNIFROM SHOP
Please be advised that the school sport polo shirts are now in stock at the
Alinta Uniform Shop. Please see left hand column for opening times.
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
We are currently advertising for two teaching positions at WCCS. A
Secondary School position (Maternity Leave) and a new appointment in
Junior School. Please visit the Employment page on our website for further
information and to apply.
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE KNIBBS FAMILY
Congratulations to Mr Dean Knibbs and his wife Bec on the birth of their
fourth child, Oaklen Onyx Knibbs at 10:48am
on Monday 9th May. Big brothers Kaiden
and Ryder, and big sister Aria are all smitten
with the newest addition to their family.

WYONG BAPTIST CHURCH
Visit www.wyongbaptist.org for more
information.

WCCS OFFICE HOURS
8am-4pm
P: 4351 2020
office@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au
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Greetings friends of Junior School,
NAPLAN tests are completed for another year. I am very happy to report that the process was quite smooth this year.
The online platform was really stable, and we experienced only a couple of minor issues, with the ACARA platform,
which we were able to resolve quickly.
Week 5 is jam packed with well-being, sporting and academic activities for the kids to enjoy:
•

Monday 23rd May our FUTSAL champions are heading to Maitland to compete in the FUTSAL Gala Day. Praise
God this is an indoor venue so the event can go ahead rain, hail or shine.

•

Wednesday 25th May our Wellbeing Wednesday Concert Picnic will be held in the MPC due to anticipated wet
weather. Our Junior School Events Team had so many auditions, too many to include in one concert, so those
that do not get to perform in the Wellbeing Concert will go straight onto the runsheet for our Term 3 Picnic
Concert.

•

Thursday 26th May were are very excited about hosting the Years 5-6 Da Vinci Decathlon competition at school.

•

Friday 27th May, weather permitting, our champion runners will head down to the CSSA State Cross Country
championships.

A quick reminder that Grandparents’ Morning is coming up on Friday 3rd June (Week 6). Students were all issued some
invitation cards in class, to give to their Grandparents. If you haven’t received yours, please check your child’s school
bag. Hopefully it won’t be next to the squashed banana. Yummy!

There are still heaps of nasty bugs and viruses circulating in our community, so you will be pleased to know that our
hygiene processes are still in place at school. As inconvenient as it is, if your child has cold and/or flu symptoms, please
keep them at home. A number of our teachers and students are being infected by sick kids coming to school and
generously sharing their bugs.
God Bless,

Mr Paul Marks | Head of Junior School
pmarks@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au
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WEEK 4 HIGHLIGHTS
Congratulations to all our Year 7 & Year 9 students for completing their NAPLAN testing last week. While we recognise
that the NAPLAN testing is not something that all students look forward to completing, we are also thankful for the
data that can be gained from this process, and the discussions regarding teaching and learning that occur as a result. I
was extremely proud of the way in which our students diligently approached these tests – well done everyone!

Year 11 Ancient History & Year 11 English students had the opportunity to travel offsite as part of their curriculum. Thank
you to the staff who organised these excursions and to the Year 11 students for their exceptional behaviour on the day.
WHAT’S COMING UP IN WEEK 5

Mrs Suzanne Stein and the Careers Week Team have some great activities planned for this week (Week 5). Below is a
timetable of optional Lunchtime Talks occurring throughout the week, for students in Years 5-12. Thank you to those
members from our wider school community who have kindly donated their time to come and share their knowledge
and experience with our students.
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BRAINSTORM PRODUCTIONS
On Monday 23rd May, Brainstorm Productions will be presenting their student wellbeing performance 'Sticks and
Stones' for Years 9 and 10 as an incursion. Sticks and Stones is a live theatre experience that explores different forms of
bullying and aggression, and encourages respect, assertiveness and conflict resolution at school, at home and online.
WELLBEING WEDNESDAY FOCUS DAY

This coming Wednesday 25th May Secondary students will have the opportunity to enjoy an extended time in their
Home Room classes to dig a little deeper into important topics that effect the mental health of our young people.
•

Year 7 students will be discussing where they can go for support.

•

Year 8 students will look at the power of words online.

•

Year 9 students will have the opportunity to discuss their choices online and how they can take back control.

•

Year 10 students will consider cultural diversity and individuality.

All Years 11 and 12 students have been invited to stay back after school to experience ‘an afternoon of connection’. Our
school counsellors will spend time with them discussing how to manage the stress of Stage 6 and the importance of
seeking a relationship with Christ, followed by the breaking of bread (and eating of a sausage!).
WELLBEING WEDNESDAY PARENT Q & A
You are invited to attend an online informal Q & A session on Wednesday 25th May with Mrs Katie Worboys and Mrs
Claire Patch (who is one of our school parents and a qualified Dietician) regarding ‘connection around the dining
table’. Claire will be guiding the conversation around budget-friendly, nutritious Winter meals, and the importance of
connecting together at the family table for our mental and physical health. Please see below a Zoom link for this
session:
https://wyongccs-nsw-edu-au.zoom.us/j/85713717024?pwd=Ujd4a05GazVzVkJFdE8wMEtkcXBSQT09

Mrs Kirsty Watson | Head of Secondary - Teaching & Learning
kwatson@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au

Mrs Katie Worboys | Head of Secondary - Student Wellbeing
kworboys@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
AROUND
YEAR 11 ENGLISH EXCURSION - SYDNEY WRITERS FESTIVAL
Year 11 students attended the Sydney Writers’ Festival on Wednesday 18th May to hear panels of writers, filmmakers,
poets, and playwrights talk about the creative process. They asked questions, reflected on their own craft, and got to
meet some pretty wonderful authors! This connected with the unit they just completed in Term One, ‘Reading to Write’,
and will shape their creative writing and engagement with literature over the remainder of Stage 6 and beyond.

Mrs Hannah Gierhart | English Learning Leader | hgierhart@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au

YEAR 11 BIOLOGY AND GEOGRAPHY, AND YEAR 12 GOLD DUKE OF EDINBURGH FIELD STUDIES
On Wednesday 4th - Thursday 5th May students participated in field studies of the Rock platforms at Toowoon Bay.
Students performed abiotic and biotic testing to gather data for a research question linked to local ecosystems and
land formations. The Year 11 Biology and Geography students also visited the Walkabout Wildlife Park to learn about
Australian animal adaptations, whilst the Year 12 students explored Bateau Bay rock platform and mangroves.
This gave students the opportunity to explore God’s creation and challenged them to be good stewards, minimising
human impact, whilst appreciating the interrelationships of rock platform organisms. The Year 12 Duke of Edinburgh ’s
Award Scheme participants also lead Daily devotions and worship. The students completing their Gold Award
continued their field studies and exploration through to Sunday 8th May, enjoying a Mother’s day beach sunrise
devotion.
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AROUND

Thankyou to Mr Bradley Robson, Mr Caleb Stanford, Mrs Julie Pleash and Mrs Bianca Vieiro.
INDIGENOUS WALK
The Bronze and Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme participants, along with some parents and staff members,
completed in an Indigenous Walk on Saturday 7th May. Students were challenged to explore their world with a
Christian distinctive, Scientific mind, and from an Indigenous perspective. Students were lead through story by Tim
Selwyn of Girri Girra as they walked from Pearl Beach to Patonga. They learnt about Indigenous History, bush medicine, and culture, whilst being challenged to rest in Gods wonderful creation, taking the time to pause and reflect, and
explore their world using their mind, sight and gut (feelings).
Thankyou to Tim for his conversation and stories and to the teachers and parents who participated, Mrs Kirsty Watson,
Mrs Benita Wolstenholme, and Ms Jasmin Baker.

Mrs Bianca Vieiro | Science Learning Leader / Duke Of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme Coordinator
bvieiro@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au
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THE SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHER
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