WEEK 7, TERM 1

7th March, 2022

School

NEWSLETTER

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
A number of years ago I had the immense privilege of attending the Association of Christian
Schools International (ACSI) conference in Colorado. It was a great time of learning,
particularly about the global mission of Christian Education and the work that is getting
done in so many countries around the world.
In one of the sessions, they had a panel on the stage and allowed people to approach a
microphone on the auditorium floor to ask questions. I remember well a situation where
someone approached the microphone and asked a question. It was not so much the
question that I remembered, but the response of the approximately 500 delegates in the
room. It was like a collective sigh came from the floor. I could certainly relate to the
challenge that the delegate asked about, but what I found even more encouraging was that
it seemed like everyone else in the room could also relate. There was a shared empathy
around the room, from Christian Educators all over the world.
This past week I have been at a conference for three days involving Principals of Christian
Schools across NSW. It was a great opportunity to reconnect with Principals I already knew
and also meet others for the first time. As was my experience with ACSI, it was another
opportunity to engage with colleagues who could share their own challenges and struggles,
many of which are not dissimilar to some of the issues we have to navigate here at WCCS.
Both of these experiences have reminded me that we have a Lord and Saviour who can
empathise with all of our struggles. He endured the same challenges we have, and so many
more. Hebrews 4:15 reminds us that Jesus, as our great High Priest, can empathise with us.
He knows what we are going through and how difficult those struggles can be. I hope that
is an encouragement to us all, especially for our prayer life. There is nothing that we can
talk to Jesus about that He does not understand or has not already experienced Himself.
The Bible does not say that He will remove those challenges from our life, but it does remind
us that Jesus will walk alongside us through those challenges and that He knows what we
are going through. Recently I had the great joy of hearing one of our Kindergarten students
quote the first few verses of Psalm 23 that they had memorised. I hope that all of us, like
this student, can meditate on the blessing of having a Saviour who can genuinely empathise
with us.

Our Mission
To provide a Christian
education community
founded on Biblically
based beliefs, values and
behaviour.
We do this to equip young
people to be responsible
and responsive disciples of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Shining Light
“For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to
empathise with our
weaknesses, but we have
one who has been tempted
in every way, just as we are yet He did not sin.”
Hebrews 4.15

Download our free School
App for Apple or Android.
Find us on social media
@wyongccs

God bless,
Mr Darren Milligan | Principal

A Ministry of Wyong Baptist
Church
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Community NEWS
Prayer Points


Praise God for the gift of life He
presents to us and the
opportunities each day brings to

CRAZY HAIR DAY - FRIDAY 11TH MARCH
On Friday 11th March (Week 7) our school will be participating in Crazy Hair
Day. Students can come to school with ‘crazy’ hair styles. A Gold Coin
donation will be collected. Please ensure that hair designs are temporary. No
sprays or hair dyes are to be brought to school. All money raised will be going
towards the Leukemia Foundation.

live for Him.



Pray for the communities
affected by flooding; that they
would be supported and
protected as they rebuild. Also,
that’s God’s love would
permeate those communities.



Pray for our students as they
grapple with world issues. Pray
that they would experience the
peace of God, transcending all

WORLDS GREATEST SHAVE
On Crazy Hair Day (Friday 11th March) some of our Year 11 students will be
participating in the Leukaemia Foundation’s World’s Greatest Shave.
Students will be shaving hair, and donating ponytails. So far they have raised
an incredible $2600. If you would like to support them, you are able to
donate using this link: http://my.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/11legends or by
placing money in the labelled box at student reception.
Our Year 11 students are also hosting a lolly guessing competition for
Secondary School, $1 for a guess or $2 for three guesses.

understanding.

CHAPEL, ASSEMBLIES & SPORT
Junior School Chapel
Fridays, 9am in the MPC
Secondary School Chapel & Merge
Thursdays, 12:15pm
Junior School Sport
Fridays, 10-11am

UNIFORM SHOP
Monday
8am—10am
Wednesdays 2:30pm—4pm
Thursdays
8am—9:30am
You can order online via
www.alintaapparel.com.au
Head Office: 4321 0433
Onsite Shop: 0413 353 787

FAREWELL DINNER FOR MR IAN LINEY
The WCCS Board warmly invites you to an evening celebrating and honouring
Ian Liney's 15 years of service as Wyong Christian Community School's
Principal. Please find an invitation to this dinner, along with a link to purchase
tickets on Page 15.

WYONG BAPTIST CHURCH
Visit www.wyongbaptist.org for more
information.

WCCS OFFICE HOURS
8am-4pm
P: 4351 2020
office@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au
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Junior School NEWS
Greetings friends of Junior School,
Thank you for your patience with our flood closure last week. I do hope that you were not inconvenienced massively
and that the kids enjoyed a mid-term rest, ready to push on this week.

We are really excited to announce that JS Chapel recommences this week on Friday 11th March (Week 7). For our
Kindergarten students and some of our new enrolments this will be a big event, especially since it coincides with Crazy
Hair Day. We are proud to have Ps Kirsten Long from Wyong Baptist Church as our first presenter for the year. We
have really missed JS Chapel and you are most welcome to join us in the MPC for a 9am start.

Crazy Hair Day is scheduled for this Friday 11th March (Week 7).
Students are encouraged to donate a Gold Coin to help provide special care for families that are struggling with blood
cancer. It will also assist in funding scientists to continue their vital research into this devastating condition.
Please avoid the temptation to spend more money on the crazy hair style than the actual donation to this important
cause.
SPELLING MASTERY

You may have heard the kids talking about their new Spelling Mastery program. We have chosen this program because
it has a strong history of excellent results. The program helps beginning spellers by explicitly teaching the relationships
between spoken sounds and written letters. Once the students have mastered this they then apply these skill to their
spelling of words in written texts. The program teaches the influence of word meanings and root words that inform
students how to spell words.
This program also caters for our advanced spellers by explicitly instructing them on prefixes, suffixes and bases.
Repeated and cumulative practise helps the students master each concept and store this in long term memory for
instant recall. This way they do not exhaust their finite working memory on spelling, which can allow them to be more
creative and solve problems.
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Junior School NEWS
CONTINUED

THE NATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS’ DAY
On Tuesday 8th March (Week 7) our Junior School Leaders will head to the International Convention Centre in Darling
Harbour to attend The National Young Leaders’ Day. This year they will be inspired by:


Anthony ‘Harries’ Carol - a Bondi Rescue Lifeguard.



Bronte Campbell - the Olympic Gold Medal winner and former World Champion in the 50m Freestyle.



Josh Pyke - an ARIA Award winning musician and author.



Lachie Smart - the youngest pilot to fly solo around the world.

We are praying for safe travel and that our leaders return to school inspired and ready to minister God’s love in their

teams and respective portfolios.
STUDENT WELLBEING
Over the last few weeks our students have been exposed to some truly traumatic events unfolding in the world and
regional news, in addition to the two years of pandemic trauma and isolation.
The following is an excerpt from the National Workforce Centre for Child Mental Health:

Impact of too much media exposure


Adults need to be mindful of how much exposure their children have to coverage of disasters or traumatic events
on TV, radio or the internet. The media often focus on the most frightening aspects of an event and this coverage
can contain graphic, scary and disturbing images. Seeing this type of media coverage can cause distress or
worry for children. Children will also often discuss what they have seen in the media with each other. As a result,
even though your children may not watch coverage constantly at home, they are still exposed to it through their
friends and chatter on social media. Media coverage can have an impact on children in the following ways:



They can feel that they are unsafe and that something bad may happen to them or their family.



They can be led to think this event is happening constantly, rather than one event being replayed.



They can spend a great deal of time thinking about the event, which can affect their sleep and time at school.



They may be anxious that the same sort of event may happen to them or their family. The more media coverage
children see, the more likely they are to become afraid or upset.
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Junior School NEWS
CONTINUED

Please know that we are continuously praying for our precious students and our teachers will be looking out for signs of
distress. If you are aware that your child is experiencing significant trauma or anxiety as a result of the floods and
current situation in Europe, please make us aware, so that we can provide support.
Please reach out to your church community and if the anxiety is acute Kids Helpline (1800 551800 kidshelp.com.au) and
Headspace (1800 650 890 eheadspace.org.au) are excellent sources of support also.
The following advice is offered by Headspace for kids that are asking questions about traumatic events.


Acknowledge students’ feelings



Let students know that it is difficult to deal with the feelings provoked by events of such magnitude



Discuss issues in a manner that takes into account students’ age and maturity



Answer questions in a simple honest way, using language that is age appropriate and without including personal
views and opinions



Be honest and stick to facts. Don’t speculate about what has happened or where an attack might happen. Don’t
dwell on the scale or scope of the event, particularly with young children



Express hope in the future

God bless,

Mr Paul Marks | Head of Junior School
pmarks@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au
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Secondary School NEWS
STUDENT WELLBEING
As I sit at my dining table writing my fortnightly update whilst my children complete their Remote Learning activities
once again, I am reminded of how thankful I was as I observed our school community embracing a little more ‘normal’
at the start of Week 6.
It was such a blessing to see parents and carers walking through our school
grounds and I even noticed some students pointing out their classrooms for the first
time this year! Secondary students came together in the MPC for assembly, and
there was a real sense of community as we gathered and shared in our excitement
hearing of calendar events ahead.
Coming home to the news of fighting overseas and flooding throughout
Queensland and NSW has been difficult this week. If you are recognising feelings of
anxiety caused by these events and/or the ongoing stress of Covid-19, please have
a read through the resources on pages 12-14 of this Newsletter and reach out for
support where needed (both within our school community and externally). Please
also keep looking out for your peers and encourage one another to seek God in all
that challenges you. He is our strength, and He is a good God.
PEER SUPPORT
Year 7 and Year 11 students will begin the Peer Support Program this week (Week 7), meeting together for 30 minutes
each Thursday throughout the remainder of Terms 1 and 2.
THUMBS UP AWARDS
There are a number of students who we anticipate will receive their canteen vouchers within the next few days!
Congratulations to those students for receiving 5 x Thumbs Up Awards already this term. Thank you for:
Working Hard, Displaying Kindness and Showing Respect
CHEWING GUM
As our Assistant Principal Mr Stephen Moody pointed out at the assembly last week, chewing gum is NOT permitted
on-site. We are thankful our school property is not covered in gum and we are very keen to keep it clean. Students
seen chewing gum on-site will be asked to help with pick-up duty at lunch.
TEACHING AND LEARNING
We have lots of things coming up on our academic calendar at the moment:
This week (Week 7) Year 7 and Year 11 Ancient History students along with some of our keen Year 10 History students
will be part of the Tutankhamun Roadshow Exhibition here at school. We also have a guest speaker from Macquarie
University coming to talk to Year 11 Ancient History students later in the week.
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Secondary School NEWS
CONTINUED

Year 10 will have a practice run at their Minimum Standards test in their Careers classes over the next week and a bit.
For more information on what these tests are about see:
https://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/hsc-minimum-standard/
Parents, it’s not a bad idea to check in with your child and see how they are going with their assessment tasks – there
are quite a few due in the next couple of weeks. It can be helpful to encourage them to break each task down into
smaller components and make a start early, rather than leave it all to the night before! Every Secondary student should
now have a hard copy of their Assessment Schedule. These can also be found in digital form on the Secondary School
Home Page on Canvas:
https://www.acc.edu.au/blog/time-management-skills-student-learning/

Mrs Kirsty Watson | Head of Secondary - Teaching & Learning
kwatson@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au

Mrs Katie Worboys | Head of Secondary - Student Wellbeing
kworboys@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
AROUND WCCS
ZONE SWIMMING
On Thursday 17th February, 30 Junior School students represented WCCS at the Zone Swimming Carnival. The Carnival
this year was held at The Forum Pool, Newcastle University. Students cheered on their fellow team mates all day. It was
great to have parents in attendance this year cheering on the competitors. Special thanks must go to all the parents
who helped out on the day and also Mrs Alana Reynolds and Mr Robert Higgins for being great team managers all day.
For the fourth year in a row, WCCS finished in second place overall, which is a credit to our swimmers for the effort and
training they put in all year round. Four of our students brought home medals and many more are progressing onto the
CSSA Swimming Carnival.
Congratulations to the following age champions: Myah J (1 st 8 Years Girls), Ryder K (2nd 8 Years Boys), Harvey C (3rd 8
Years Boys), Brielle Y (3rd 9 Years Girls), Isabelle J (2 nd 10 Years Girls), Evie W (3rd 10 Years Girls) & Billy C (2nd 10 Years
Boys).
As well as these students, the following students have qualified for the CSSA Swimming Carnival on Monday 7 th March:
Charlotte B, Bonnie M, Lachlan R, Samuel W and Cadence Y. That comes to a total of 12 students qualifying for CSSA,
which is an outstanding achievement. So good luck to all the WCCS students competing at CSSA.
Congratulations also to these students who participated on the day: Tahlitha B, Charlotte B, Lily B, Sophie C, Billy C,
Harvey C, Brodie C, Otis H, Isabelle J, Myah J, Ryder K, Chase M, Bonnie M, Ayumi M, Chloe N, Courtney N, Buddy O-R,
Lachlan R, Matthew R, Samuel S, Simeon S, Spencer T, Samuel W, Jaedon W-T, Zharia W-T, Evie W, Brielle Y &
Cadence Y.
It was a wonderful day and all of the students should be proud of their efforts and the way they represented the school.

Mr Dean Knibbs | Junior School Sport Coordinator | dknibbs@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
AROUND WCCS
DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD SCHEME
On Thursday 24th and Friday 25th February the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme students participated in
day hikes and campcraft activities. On the Thursday students had a day hike at Redgum Trail and then returned to
school for an evening of challenges to develop teamwork and campcraft skills. On Friday students hiked around Norah
Head and surrounding areas, putting their navigation and bushwalking skills to the test. I would like to thank Ms Jasmin
Baker and Mr Mat Hansen for their support in Hiking with the students over these two days.

Below is an account of the two days from one of our Awardees Elisha J in Year 10

“We did a lot of team-building exercises and worked together to finish challenges, and all of it was incorporated into
fun activities that were exciting to complete, like deciphering a code and trying to beat the other team in making
pasta, in setting up a tent or treating a member with first aid (Team 2 definitely won I'd say). Solving puzzles and riddles
while walking on the beach or through the bush was also fun and a highlight. We also learnt how to use an orienteering
compass and use it with a map to aid our navigation. Learning skills like: how to find grid bearings and magnetic
bearings, and how to find where we are on a map, which are pretty useful survival skills! Overall, these two days were
so much fun and everyone really enjoyed being able to work together!”

Mrs Bianca Vieiro | Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme Coordinator | bvieiro@wyongccs.nsw.edu.au
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
AROUND WCCS
MEET OUR SCHOOL LEADERS
Throughout Term 1, we will be introducing you to our Year 12 Student Leadership Team for 2022. These exceptional young leaders
have an important role within our school community, and we asked them a few questions so they could share a little about
themselves.

Meghan Hocking
What do you love about WCCS?
As soon as you walk into WCCS you can instantly feel the
community and the priority they place on demonstrating God’s
love, through the welcoming and supportive environment they
have created. I have always valued the intentionality of
advocating Christian values to all students from K-12.

What does being a Christian mean to you?
Having a personal relationship with God, embodying the beliefs
of the Christian faith and putting that faith into action, by living
every day in a way that demonstrates God’s love.

What is your favourite subject at school?
My favourite subject at school would have to be PDHPE, with
English as a close second.

Jesse Milligan
What do you love about WCCS?
I love that WCCS is always eager to improve. I also love that
we are biblically based, allowing us to have great conversations
regarding our faith.

What does being a Christian mean to you?
What portfolio are you responsible for?
I am one of the School Captains as well as a Chapel Prefect.

Being a Christian and part of God’s family is a gift far greater
than anyone could ever dream of living all the days of your life
knowing you are a child of God with your identity in heaven is
the greatest reassurance of all.

If you could time travel, to what year would you go and why?
I would love to go back to the 90s just to experience the
fashion and culture, as well as the lifestyle before all of the
technological advancements of the 2000s.

What is your favourite subject at school?
Changes from time to time, but most often PDHPE.

What portfolio are you responsible for?
Sport and School Captain.

If you could time travel, to what year would you go and why?
I would travel 5 minutes into the future so that you knew what
someone was about to say. Meaning you could say their
sentence just before them, so that you would appear as a mind
reader.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
AROUND WCCS
MEET OUR SCHOOL LEADERS - CONTINUED

Grace Lutwyche
What do you love about WCCS?
I love the harmony of academic and spiritual learning that we
receive, from absorbing information and gaining support from
teachers who all show great interest.

What does being a Christian mean to you?
Having faith and trusting in God even in times of great difficulty
and struggle. It means being transformed in an overwhelming
amount of love and reflecting this love in a life that honours
God.

What is your favourite subject at school?
I enjoy Modern History, the way we can explore how the world
has been shaped and evolved over time, so that we can learn
from what has happened and know more about what we have
today.

Jasmine Ormsby
What do you love about WCCS?
I love the sense of community here at WCCS. I love the people,
my friends and my teachers.

What does being a Christian mean to you?
Being a Christian means I have security in Christ’s love for me.
It means that I trust God has a purpose and plan for my life.

What portfolio are you responsible for?
Alongside Meghan, I am responsible for Chapel.

What is your favourite subject at school?
I really enjoy the sciences. I do Chemistry, Physics and

If you could time travel, to what year would you go and why?
The Renaissance was a period of great advancement regarding
the growth of literature, art, politics and culture. I would travel
to the time when Shakespeare wrote some of his most famous
plays in the early 1600s to witness such creative achievement.

Extension Science.

What portfolio are you responsible for?
Community Engagement.

If you could time travel, to what year would you go and why?
I would travel to when my parents were my age so that I could
see them as teenagers.
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RSVP CLICK HERE
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